
The Story of God: The Bible as Narrative 

Introduction 
 

 

 

We have this Book right…The Bible 

This massive collection of Books and letters, Stories and Poems, Songs & Prayers, short stories & long 

66 Books in all…but really not…it is ONE BOOK 

It is literally A SINGLE COHESIVE STORY 

But that is not how we typically approach it 

 

Approach 1: Faith Lessons 

Our typical approach is to simply jump into a section, within a section, read it, and ask a question 

What does this mean, and in particular what does this mean to ME? 

It is what I call the Faith Lessons approach 

This is a totally legitimate approach by the way and can be deeply significant to our walk 

It is also BY FAR the MOST COMMON and for very good reasons 

a) We simply don’t HAVE another approach 

b) We generally don’t HEAR another approach 

It is also generally what you hear in church, radio, etc. 

Even in churches where they do a “Book study” like say we are doing in John, it tends to be less a 

Book study, and more of simply studies out of the Book 

The issue is this – we are attempting to ask the question, what does this mean to ME? 

But we are so limited in our approach to the text, we don’t even necessarily know what it meant to the Writer 

If we don’t know what it means to the writer, how can we possibly know what it means to us? 

1) We don’t live in their SPACE 

2) We don’t live in their TIME 

So we quite frankly come up with and hear some pretty silly conclusions 

We are then compelled to try and live out our faith from these conclusions 

I think this often leads to other similar approaches 

a) Yellow pages of Theology 

b) Cookbook of spiritual success 

A Passion for God’s Story – pg 230, 242 

 

Being familiar with Bible stories is one thing, knowing the Bible’s Story is quite another 

We aren’t even familiar with the world in which it is written 

What we really need to do is understand the World of the Writers 

And to understand WHY THEY ARE WRITING what they are writing 

As we understand the world of the writers, we will have a far better chance of understanding what they are 

saying 

When we understand what they are saying, we might have a chance to know what it means to us 

 

Know the Writers’ World -> Know what they are saying and why - > Know what it might be saying to us 

 

Approach 2: Centrality of Jesus 
A second approach, which is even more significant and important, I call the Centrality of Jesus approach 

This is the concept – everything in the Hebrew Scriptures points forward to Jesus 

Every covenant, every mini story, they are all tributaries that lead to the Living Water of Jesus 

Everything in the New Testament points back to Jesus 

And Post Revelation, Jesus rules over His Kingdom into eternity 

This is completely accurate and more than that, completely necessary 

And we should be looking for Jesus around every corner of Scripture 



And we will take this approach with this study- anything less would be a tragedy 

Jesus is the One The Father and the Spirit draw ultimate attention to and He deserves it 

The only issue with this approach, and I say this carefully, is if you do not have a solid understanding of the 

basic story of Scripture, how can you accurately place Jesus 

How can you pretend to understand who He is, why He is so significant, and why He is due our complete 

devotion and love 

 

1) God’s Pledge to Noah – preserves His creation until God’s ultimate redemptive act in Jesus is fulfilled 

2) God’s promise to Abraham to bless ALL nations – fulfilled in Jesus who reaches both Jew and Gentile 

3) God’s foreshadowing thru David – one day the true Messianic King would rule on His throne for eternity 

4) Prophetic vision thru Exile – where Jesus ultimately frees mankind from the exile of their own sin and 

demise 

EVERYING leads to the centrality of Jesus in God’s story 

But again, if you don’t know the greater story, Jesus cannot possibly be seen in His proper glory 

He will inevitably take a lower seat in your life and by a simply lack of understanding and perspective 

 

Approach 3: Narrative of Story of God 
The third approach is simply viewing the Bible as one single cohesive Story 

A Story ultimately with a Thesis, a lead Actor, supporting actors, complete with scenes, a prologue, conflict, 

resolution and finality 

This is the approach that we are going to focus on 

Not because it is the only approach, but because it is in my opinion: 

a) The least discussed 

b) Perhaps the most foundational 

 

1) If you know the story = you will know how Jesus fits in 

2) If you know the story = you will be able to draw accurate faith lessons form the text 

 

Greatest Problem: 

Without the view of the Story or Narrative, we have a tendency to pull God down into our lives, rather than 

being elevated up into His 

We are forever confused into thinking that Scripture is more about US & what WE are supposed to do 

Rather than a picture of who God is and what HE is about 

The Story is ultimately not about us, it is about God 

Story of Job as illustration 

Our problem is we get lost in the details of out lives 

Our Story, our jobs, our kids, our marriages, our relationships, our whatever become what we are about 

And as a result, our goal is to make OUR LIFE WORK OUT 

That is why often our prayer in life is: 

a) God help ME in MY situation 

b) God bless ME in my efforts 

Do you see the issue with this? 

That is completely missing the mark…it is complete self-saturation 

The Story is ultimately about God 

And our job is to be captivated and caught up in it, elevated as it were above our puny story and into His 

We were meant for greatness, but our own stories will NEVER take us there 

Ultimately we were meant to be caught up into something WAY larger than ourselves 

We need to stop trying to make the Bible RELEVANT to our lives 

Instead, we are supposed to be MADE RELEVANT by God and HIS STORY 

We wrench the text into our contemporary lives 

Instead we should be bringing our world back to the strange world of God’s 

We wonder why we lack purpose? 



We wonder why people lack identity? 

No wonder…we re-create the world around the puniness of our life 

When I am caught up in God’s GRAND NARRATIVE, we suddenly know who we are, we gain purpose 

Our lives fit and we begin being comfortable being who we are rather than trying to be someone we are not 

 

You and I NEED A BIG REASON 

Noah needed it to build an Ark to save mankind 

Abraham needed it to leave everything familiar at retirement age to establish a people 

Joseph needed it when he was being hauled away to Egypt in a cage 

Moses needed it when as a presumed murderer he would be required to face the greatest ruler in this world 

David needed it, Josiah needed it, the Prophets needed it 

Jesus needed it 

Jesus’ 11 Disciples needed it to allow God to change the world 

WE NEED IT…we were built to need it 

But if we don’t know the Big Reason, the Story of God Himself 

And if we don’t approach our Bibles looking for it, we will again be drawn don into our small world 

 

So, to do this, we need to know several things 

1) What is the Thesis if you will of the Bible? 

2) What are the Main Threads that run through the entire story? 

3) Why is the story approach so important? 

4) How does the story really end? 

5) How does the story really start? 

6) Why is Jesus central to the story 

7) And how do we approach the story properly? 

 

That last question is the one we will start with 

And we will address all the others over the next month and a half 

Once we do that, we will give it a go to sweep thru the entire story from 40,000 feet 

With the goal that all of us by the end of several months will hopefully be able to retell the story 

To turn ANYWHERE in Scripture and KNOW WHERE WE ARE 



 
 

 

 

 
 


